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Cost of Housing in Oregon Continues to Rise Despite
Pandemic

Salem, Ore. – All Oregonians need a safe, stable, and affordable place to call

home. The cost of a place to call home in Oregon continues to rise this year,

according to the national release of the “2020 Out of Reach” Report by the

National Low Income Housing Coalition

(https://neighborhoodpartnerships.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?

u=5a97e6f7b9371660127edb6fb&id=4672cd438b&e=5c75bc01f6). Today in

Oregon, families must earn $24.37 an hour to afford an average two-bedroom

apartment, and still have money left over for other basics like food and

medicine.

The COVID pandemic has not made things any easier for people who rent their

homes in Oregon. The cost of housing continues to rise, while over 460,000 Oregonians have �led for unemployment

and are struggling to make ends meet during this pandemic. We have seen how critical it is for people to have a safe

place to stay home with their kids and families. The need for rent assistance to help support people in their homes is

critical.

“During the COVID pandemic, we have seen how critical housing stability is for members of our community. Yet,

today, far too many of our neighbors are facing tough choices between paying rent and putting food on the table,” said

Duncan Hwang, Associate Director of APANO (https://neighborhoodpartnerships.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?

u=5a97e6f7b9371660127edb6fb&id=98c9981f5e&e=5c75bc01f6). “People who are Black, Indigenous, and people

of color have been most impacted by COVID-19 and face the most serious threat of housing instability.  Due to long

entrenched disparities, people of color are far more likely to rent their home than white families, and these high

housing costs continue to disproportionately and negatively impact communities of color.”

Across Oregon, the cost of housing continues to rise rapidly. In the Portland metro area, people would need to work

83 hours a week at minimum wage just to be able to afford an average one-bedroom apartment and still have money

left over for food, utilities, and transportation.  In Jackson County, someone would need to earn just over $20/hour to

afford an average two-bedroom apartment, and have money left over for the basics.
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“Every day I wake up in a healthy affordable home where my rent is based on 30% of my income. I have electricity,

water, and can afford the necessities of life. I am one of the of few lucky folks who have received this amazing

opportunity and I am so very grateful. This opportunity of affordable housing means that I can afford a place to call

home in my community without worrying about whether I have to make tough choices between paying rent or food,”

said Char Reavis, a member of the Steering Committee for Residents Organizing for Change

(https://neighborhoodpartnerships.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?

u=5a97e6f7b9371660127edb6fb&id=1c41d4b966&e=5c75bc01f6).  “Everyone should be so lucky to have the help

they need to pay the rent.  I just have to say that I do not want to be one of the lucky few who have this opportunity, I

want to be one of the lucky many!”

“We hear every day from vulnerable older adults who do everything to keep up with rising rent, but their very limited

income puts them one unexpected bill or medical emergency away from homelessness,” said Marisa Espinoza

from Northwest Pilot Project (https://neighborhoodpartnerships.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?

u=5a97e6f7b9371660127edb6fb&id=6ccacd3ee4&e=5c75bc01f6). “Because of COVID-19 impacts, these seniors

are even more at risk of losing their housing. Our communities need access to safe, stable, and affordable homes to

remain healthy and secure.”

Decision makers must prioritize housing stability during the COVID pandemic. Congress must act

(https://neighborhoodpartnerships.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?

u=5a97e6f7b9371660127edb6fb&id=8a6594261c&e=5c75bc01f6) to pass the HEROS act, which includes $100

billion in rent assistance nation wide, and would go a long ways towards making sure no Oregonian is evicted because

they are unable to access rental assistance during this pandemic.

The Out of Reach Report measures the cost of housing in every county in the US, and compares what renters would

have to earn to afford a basic apartment. The full Out of Reach report, is available at http://nlihc.org/oor

(https://neighborhoodpartnerships.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?

u=5a97e6f7b9371660127edb6fb&id=31744ca8a7&e=5c75bc01f6). Complete data for Oregon, including Housing

Wages for all counties and major metro areas in the state, is available at https://reports.nlihc.org/oor/oregon.
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First Interstate Bank & Eberhard’s Dairy present Music on the Green: Online Livestream –
Hokulea O’Hana Dancers LIVE in your Living Room!
(https://www.mycentraloregon.com/event/first-interstate-bank-eberhards-dairy-present-music-
on-the-green-online-livestream-hokulea-ohana-dancers-live-in-your-living-room/)

Pull out your lawn chairs, �re up the grill and introduce your family to an evening that really highlights why so

many enjoy living in Redmond. MORE THAN JUST MUSIC: SUMMER OF 2020 BRINGS THE EXPERIENCE TO
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THE MUSEUM AT WARM SPRINGS CLOSES TO THE
PUBLIC (https://www.mycentraloregon.com/2020/07/24/the-
museum-at-warm-springs-closes-to-the-public/)

(WARM SPRINGS, Ore., July 22, 2020) —The Museum At Warm Springs has

once again closed. The tentative reopening date is Tuesday, August 4 but may

be extended. The Museum, which reopened on July 7 after being closed

(https://www.mycentraloregon.com/2020/07/24/bend-city-council-takes-

local-covid-19-actions/)

Bend City Council Takes Local COVID-19 Actions
(https://www.mycentraloregon.com/2020/07/24/bend-city-
council-takes-local-covid-19-actions/)

To help limit the spread of COVID-19 in Bend, the City Council took actions

at a special meeting Thursday morning that allowed local enforcement of the July 15, 2020 statewide guidance on

masks, face shields and face

(https://www.mycentraloregon.com/2020/07/24/irs-advice-for-those-who-

missed-the-july-15-deadline-�le-now-to-avoid-bigger-bill/)

IRS advice for those who missed the July 15 deadline, file now
to avoid bigger bill
(https://www.mycentraloregon.com/2020/07/24/irs-advice-for-
those-who-missed-the-july-15-deadline-file-now-to-avoid-bigger-
bill/)

IR-2020-164, July 20, 2020 WASHINGTON — For those who missed the July 15 tax deadline and didn’t request

an extension, the Internal Revenue Service reminds taxpayers about some important tips, including �ling

electronically as soon as possible to reduce
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UNITED WAY CHANGES NAME to United Way of Central Oregon
(https://www.mycentraloregon.com/2020/07/22/united-way-changes-name-to-united-way-of-
central-oregon/)
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(BEND, OR.) July 21, 2020 – What’s in a name? For our local United Way the

answer is: a lot. The nonpro�t recently changed its name from United Way of

Deschutes County to United Way of Central
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