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Jamie Donaldson

From: Ken Loffink <kendawg121@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, December 18, 2024 11:45 AM

To: Jamie Donaldson

Subject: Comments opposing plan at 5871 Liberty Rd S

Attachments: Comments for Proposed Plan at 5871 Liberty Rd.pdf

Greetings, 

 

Please see the attached comments pertaining to the proposal at 5871 Liberty Rd S. Please let me know if you 

have any questions. 

 

Thanks 

 

Ken Loffink, Homeowner  

1559 Big Mountain Ave S 

Salem, OR 97306 



 

Level 3 - Restricted 

 

December 18th, 2024 
 
 
 
Jamie Donaldson 
City of Salem, Planning Division 
555 Liberty St SE Room 305 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
RE: Class 3 Site Plan Review/Class 2 Adjustment/Class 2 Driveway Approach Permit/Class 1 Design 
Review Case No. SPR-ADJ-DAP-DR24-35 
 
Dear City of Salem Planning Department, 
 
Please accept these comments regarding the proposal for a new 135-unit mul� family housing 
development located at 5871 Liberty Road S, Salem, OR 97306. I own a home and live my family 
immediately adjacent to the subject property at 1559 Big Mountain Ave S, Salem, OR 97306. I have 
reviewed the proposal and I am commen�ng in opposi�on to the proposal due to the detrimental 
impact it will have on my property value and my family. I offer the following comments: 
 

- The proposal includes construc�ng a three-story apartment complex immediately adjacent to 
my property and single-family home. In prepara�on for construc�on, the City approved bringing 
in fill and building up the land behind my home to create a level space for construc�on. The 
result of this is that there is a 15-foot wall of un-kempt fill directly behind my home. Adding a 
three-story apartment complex to this fill, as is proposed will mean that the apartment complex 
will tower above my home. Based on the plans provided and by adding in the height of the 
constructed fill material, it is likely that the top of the complex will be over 40-feet above the 
eleva�on of my backyard. This will create a scenario of limited daylight, zero privacy, and will 
severely lower the value of my property.  

 
- Increased storm runoff. With the construc�on of the hill behind my home, runoff into my 

backyard has increased tremendously. My backyard is con�nually wet for over 9 months out of 
the year. By construc�ng a large impervious surface directly above my property will only 
exacerbate this issue. Concerns with backyard usage aside, this also poses increased risk of 
flooding my crawlspace and causing other myriad issues with drainage around my property and 
home. 
 

- Poor planning. While I understand the need for mul�-family residences, the proposed loca�on is 
simply the wrong loca�on for this to occur. Once constructed there will be one strip of single-
family homes on Big Mountain Avenue (25 homes in total), that will be surrounded by 
apartment complexes. What was once a quiet residen�al neighborhood will be transformed into 
something far different and not what I or any of the other homeowners signed up for. This is a 
new housing development constructed in 2018. It is incredibly short-sighted to construct this 
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narrow strip of single-family homes, only to then propose large apartment complexes all around 
them only a few short years later. A proposal for more single-family residences fits much beter 
with the neighborhood and makes more sense than apartments. 
 

I appreciate your �me in hearing my comments, and I ask that you consider the ramifica�ons to my 
family, property values, and the deleterious impacts that will occur if the proposal moves forward. I 
cannot stress enough that if constructed as proposed, it will be like living in a canyon with apartments 
towering over our home. As stated, this will dras�cally reduce our property value and quality of life at 
our home and will unfairly impact our family financially. What is currently a desired property in a quiet 
neighborhood will be converted to something far less desirable, and will lead to lower property values, 
lower quality of life, and increased risks to my property. 
 
Thank you for your �me and considera�on.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Ken Loffink (Homeowner) 
1559 Big Mountain Avenue S 
Salem, OR 97306 
 


